EU Action Plan for Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade (FLEGT)

Extended Impact Assessment of a Regulation to implement a voluntary timber export licencing scheme

Background

Illegal logging and related trade are growing problems with negative economic, environmental and social implications, and combating them has become a priority issue for the European Commission. To address the problem, the Commission adopted an EU Action Plan for Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade (FLEGT) in May 2003. European Union Member States endorsed the Action Plan in October 2003, giving the Commission a mandate to begin implementation.

FLEGT defines a process and a set of measures through which the European Commission proposes to restrict illegal logging and related trade. The key strategies are to provide support for improved governance in wood-producing countries and to introduce a licensing scheme to ensure that only legal timber enters the European Union (EU). The licencing scheme is to be implemented through a series of voluntary partnerships with wood-producing countries.

To provide a legal basis for these activities, an implementing Regulation is in preparation. This Regulation will define the legislative framework for the partnership agreements and the timber licensing scheme. To provide a sound basis for drafting and implementation, this regulation is subject to an extended impact assessment. 

Objective

The objective of the assignment is to assess the potential impact of the Regulation to implement a timber licensing scheme through partnerships with wood-producing countries. The assessment will consider economic, environmental and social impacts, and legal and institutional implications of the Regulation both in the EU and its Member States as well as potential partner countries. The impacts on key stakeholder groups, such as wood importers and the domestic wood processing industry will also be considered. The feasibility of technical options (e.g. customs procedures) will be assessed. 

Process

The assessment was launched at end of February 2004 and a final assessment report will be submitted to the Commission in May 2004. Case studies will be carried out in three potential partner countries: Brazil, Cameroon and Indonesia. The analysis includes consultations and stakeholder workshops both in the case study countries and in the EU Member States (Brussels). The workshops in case study countries are tentatively scheduled for mid-April and for EU stakeholders for the end of April.

Organization

The extended impact assessment will be conducted by a Finnish consulting company Indufor under the supervision of DG Development of the European Commission.

Contact persons:  

DG Development: 
Mr. Neil Scotland, tel. +32 2 296 2283 e-mail Neil.Scotland@cec.eu.int
Indufor: 
Mr. Tapani Oksanen, tel. +358 9 68401112, e-mail. Tapani.oksanen@indufor.fi
Additional information

Further information on can be found in the Commission Communication COM (2003) 251 on Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade (FLEGT). The document is downloadable at http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/docum/
